Called
to Serve
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill
and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.” Matthew 25:35-36

Blessed Trinity Catholic Parish
2017 Stewardship Handbook

Stewardship
Prayer
O Lord, giver of life and
source of freedom, I know
that all I have received is
from Your hand. Gracious and
loving God, You call us to be
stewards of Your abundance,
the caretakers of all You have
entrusted to us. Help us to
always use Your gifts wisely
and teach us to share them
generously. Send the Holy
Spirit to work through us,
bringing Your message to those
we serve. May our faithful
stewardship bear witness to
the love of Jesus Christ in our
lives. We pray with grateful
hearts, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Called to Serve
“As I have done, so you must also do.” These were Christ’s words after He washed His apostle’s
feet at the last supper. In this dramatic moment, Jesus called His followers to a life of humility and
service. Helping others, especially the poor, is how we follow Christ’s command “to love your neighbor
as yourself.”
During our Stewardship Renewal, we are focusing on the importance of service and having the
heart of a servant. A servant goes where his master leads and responds without hesitation, ready
and willing to do the will of the Master. With the right disposition, we can be ready for action when
opportunity arises.
As many of us have discovered, service to others leads to peace and joy; we find that we are truly
blessed when we give of ourselves. During this year’s Stewardship Renewal, let us turn to Christ for
the grace to serve as He served and to love as He loved.

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God’s varied grace. Whoever serves, let it be with the
strength that God supplies, so that in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 4:10-11
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The Language of a Servant
Prayer
Prayer is the life-blood of a true disciple of Christ. Without a healthy relationship with our Savior,
we can’t hope to know His perfect will or the depths of His love. Take time in daily prayer with God,
asking Him how you can best serve others. As you discern how God is calling you to give of your time
this year, ask Him to transform your heart into that of a servant.

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light for my path.” — Psalm 119:105

Ways to Pray:
 P
 ope Francis’ encouragement is to read the daily readings of the Catholic Church found at
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings, asking God how He would have you apply them to your life.
 S
 pend 5 minutes each morning, thanking Him for the ways He has graciously blessed you and then
asking Him for help with your struggles.
 P
 ray with your children each night before bed, giving each family member an opportunity to pray for
something and concluding with an Our Father, Hail Mary and the Glory Be.
 D
 ownload and utilize Catholic phone and tablet apps, such as iBreviary, Magnificat, The Pope App or
Divine Office.
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The Actions of a Servant
Talents
Talents are the gifts God has given us that enable us to serve Him. All talents or skills that
we have can be used to give God glory and are equally important in His eyes. During this year’s
Stewardship Renewal, consider your own talents and ask God how you can best use them to serve
Him through His people.

Action Steps to Become More Active in Service
 Pray about how the gifts God has given you can best be used to serve others.
 U
 se your Commitment Card to find a ministry that will help you grow personally in understanding the
faith as well as serving others.
 Commit to being faithful to God through those you serve in word and deed.

“Incline my heart according to your will, Oh God.” — The Divine Office
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The Servant’s Gift
Treasure
In just the same way that we have received the gifts of time and talent from God, so have we
received our treasure. While many of us have worked hard to earn the money in our pockets, His gifts to
us are what have enabled us to do so. In grateful appreciation for His gifts to us, we are called to give our
best, our “first fruits”, back to Him.
At our parish, we give to God in accordance with the scriptural tithe, and ask parishioners to give 5
percent of their income to God through the offertory, 4 percent to other charities, and 1 percent to the
diocese. In this way, we entrust our plans and ourselves in a unique way to God and His providence in
our lives. By placing Him first in our finances, we show Him that He is more important than any of the
material goods we have in this world, and give Him power over all in our lives.

Reasons to Tithe: Why give a percentage of income?
We give because the tithe (which means 10% of one’s harvest or income) is a Scriptural benchmark
that the Church has honored for centuries (see Malachi 3:10).

“In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.” — 1 John 4:10

Ways to Give Generously to God:
 T ake a look at your current budget and spending habits and assess what expenses are preventing you
from giving more selflessly.
 Commit to giving a percentage of your income to God through the parish offertory and be faithful to
your tithing commitment, even when you attend mass elsewhere.
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The Servant’s Commitment
Stewardship Involves Commitment
All parishioners are encouraged to participate in our annual Stewardship Renewal. Please take the
time to review the materials in this packet, and prayerfully consider how you can offer Christ a portion of
your time, talent and treasure this year. Then, take a few moments to fill out the enclosed Commitment
Card. The Commitment Card enables you to make a written commitment to God of how and where you
desire to place Him first.

Please return the completed card during Mass on the weekend of November 19/20.
Thank you for your participation in the life of our parish community!
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PARISH ADMINISTRATION
FINANCE COUNCIL

Coordinator: Corey Detert – 608-381-2013
As an advisory council to the pastor, the Finance
Council prepares the budget, reviews financial
statements, reviews regular audits, monitors
the overall financial condition of the parish, and
provides advice and guidance to the pastor in
the administration of parish assets. Parishioners
with accounting, financial, legal, banking and/
or administrative expertise are appointed by the
pastor.

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Coordinator: Jerry Mabis – 608-592-5712,
jmabis@dieselforward.com
The Pastoral Council is an advisory council to the
Pastor. Charged with helping fulfill the pastoral
mission of Jesus and His Church, the Pastoral
Council seeks to develop Catholic identity, promote
evangelization, and foster stewardship within the
parish. Members serve three-year terms. If you are
interested in serving on the Pastoral Council, new
members are nominated and elected to the Council
on a rotating basis every June.

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

Coordinator: Sharon Sellner – 608-592-3945,
Ssellner4@gmail.com
“A steward acknowledges their many God-given
gifts and in gratitude, responds to the Gospel
invitation to nurture and share those gifts with
others.” Relying on the U.S. Bishops’ statement,
Stewardship, a Disciple’s Response, the team will
foster and promote the Church’s understanding of
stewardship as a way of life, which is not optional
but rather central to our baptismal calling.
Functions are to: foster a sense of belonging to
and “ownership” of our parish by all parishioners;
provide education about stewardship to parish
leadership/committee and to all parishioners;
promote the stewardship of treasure of all
parishioners; promote the stewardship of time
and talent of all parishioners through parish
ministry and community building; provide an
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annual stewardship event; and evaluate the
parish stewardship efforts on a regular basis to
ensure viability.

PARISH OPERATIONS
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Coordinator: Leon Wipperfurth – 608-592-7800
God has given our parish beautiful facilities. The
Building and Grounds Commission oversees,
coordinates and guides the ongoing upkeep of the
physical plant, the church, its facilities, and grounds.

BULK MAIL / BULLETIN INSERT

Coordinator: Rachel Munz – 608-592-5711 ext. 6
Members are needed to help place inserts into the
weekly bulletin or assist with assembling any bulk
mailings / letters sent to parishioners throughout
the year.

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

Coordinators: Mary Gamer (St. Patrick) –
608-592-5711 ext. 2, mgamer@btcatholic.us;
Dean Clemens (St. Michael) – 608-592-4138
The committee members will work with the pastor
to determine rules and regulations that guide use
of our cemetery; identifying and executing cemetery
maintenance, cleanup and improvements projects;
record keeping; data entry; financial planning; and
other duties.

CHURCH CLEANING

Coordinator: Kay McIntyre – 608-592-5961
(St. Patrick)
Coordinator: Judine Skrum – 608-849-5632
Volunteers help to ensure that the Lord’s house is
clean and beautiful for all the Masses.

CHURCH GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION

We are seeking Chairs for this ministry. Volunteers
share their talent to keep the grounds surrounding
the parishes beautiful and inviting.

LITURGY AND WORSHIP
ALTAR SERVERS

Coordinator: Fr. Scott Jablonski – 608-592-5711
ext. 1, Fr.jablonski@btcatholic.us
Boys and girls fourth grade and older serve Jesus
at Holy Mass. They firstly lead the congregation in
praying by their reverence in the sanctuary and
secondly assist the priest. Servers are required to
attend occasional training sessions.

ENVIRONMENTS/DECORATE CHURCH

Coordinators: Judene Skrum (St. Michael) –
608-849-5632;
Cindy Fischer (St. Patrick) – 608-592-5711 ext. 3
Volunteers help with preparation of worship space,
especially for Christmas and Holy Week/Easter.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY
COMMUNION

Coordinator: Jeff Karls – 608-592-5711 ext. 7,
jkarls@btcatholic.us
Assist the priest at Communion time so that the
faithful can receive the Lord’s Body and Blood.

HOSPITALITY

Coordinator: Cindy Fisher, Coordinator of Pastoral
Care – 608-592-5711 ext. 3, cfisher@btcatholic.us
Hospitality consists of greeters and ushers for
Sundays and Holy Days. Greeters provide a warm
welcome and missalettes upon arrival to the Masses.
The ushers assist parishioners into the building and
to their seats as needed, aid in the collection of the
offertory gifts and help in the distribution of parish
bulletins. A monthly “Lead Usher” is scheduled.

LECTORS

Coordinator: Jeff Karls – 608-592-5711 ext. 7,
jkarls@btcatholic.us
The reader is instituted to proclaim the readings
from Scripture, with the exception of the Gospel.
They also serve as commentators, announcing the
intentions for the general intercessions.

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Coordinator: Jeff Karls – 608-592-5711 ext. 7,
jkarls@btcatholic.us
The musical traditions of the Universal Church are
a treasure of inestimable value for the celebration
of Sacred Liturgy. The reason for this significance is
that, as a combination of sacred music and words,
it forms a necessary or integral part of the Sacred

Liturgy. Therefore, sacred music is to be considered
the more holy, the more closely connected it is
with liturgical action. Organist, pianists, other
instrumentalists, vocalists, and cantors volunteer
to be part of the schedule of musicians for all
Masses throughout the year. Vocalists volunteer to
be cantors or part of the choirs and assist in leading
the congregation to pray the Holy Mass. Our parish
greatly needs more cantors and vocalists.

PASTORAL CARE PRAYER/
COMMUNION VISITS

Coordinator: Cindy Fisher, Coordinator of Pastoral
Care – 608-592-5711 ext. 3, cfisher@btcatholic.us
Pastoral Care volunteers are part of a coordinated
ministry of the parish to visit and bring the Blessed
Sacrament in Holy Communion to those who are ill,
housebound, or living in residential care facilities.
Volunteers may visit individually or as part of a group.

SACRISTANS

Coordinator: Fr. Scott Jablonski – 608-592-5711
ext. 1, Fr.jablonski@btcatholic.us
Sacristans are a valuable help to the priest and have
the privilege of preparing for Holy Mass. Duties, among
others, include setting out the chalice and ciboria,
bread and wine, liturgical books, and other things
needed for Holy Mass. In addition, they ensure that
after Holy Mass, all of the sacred vessels are cleaned
and properly stored. Currently, we are in need of more
sacristans to help with daily and Sunday Holy Mass.
Furthermore, we would like to identify a sacristan
coordinator, who would schedule sacristans and order
supplies needed for church and Holy Mass.

TRAVELING CHALICE

Coordinator: Rick Mills – 608-592-2726
Volunteers sign up to take home the Traveling Chalice
for one week at a time to pray with their families for
vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
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PARISH OUTREACH

PARISH LIFE

COMFORT QUILTS

40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN

Coordinator: Phyllis Peterson – 608-635-2136;
Carol Deans –608-849-5578
Lap quilts are pieced, sewn and tied as a tangible
source of support to those facing serious illness. They
meet the second and fourth Mondays at the Methodist
Church. Churches that are involved in this ministry are
Blessed Trinity Catholic Parish, Lodi United Methodist,
First Lutheran, and Lodi Presbyterian. Volunteers are
welcome for sewing, tying, hemming, and/or pressing.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Coordinator: Cindy Fischer – 608-592-5711 ext. 3
A group of parishioners that gathers quarterly to plan
various community outreach efforts. Some of these
efforts include Pillow Drive to benefit River Haven
Homeless Shelter, Parish Giving Tree, Catholic Relief
Social Services, and local and diocesan projects.

BAPTISMAL GARMENTS

Coordinator: Barbara Lord – 608-592-5085
Sews and embellishes white keepsake garments for
infant baptisms.

CARE TEAM MINISTRY

Coordinator: Chris Benesh – 608-592-5625,
chrisebenesh@gmail.com
The Lake Melvin Yacht Club is committed to bringing
together members of the community to raise money
and provide assistance and resources to local
families in need. Compassion, integrity and trust
are at the forefront as we strengthen and engage
our communities and enrich the lives of all involved.

Coordinator: Cindy Fischer – 608-592-5711 ext. 3,
cfischer@btcatholic.us
Various services are offered by team members to
individuals and families, whether experiencing a
short-term crisis or in need of ongoing support.
Services provided are determined by each team
member and include: respite for family caregivers,
friendly visits and phone calls; assistance with
shopping, other errands, and an occasional
household chore, transportation to church and
for appointments, and assistance with other nonmedical needs as appropriate. The team also
provides regular activities at local residential
facilities. Training and support is provided through
a monthly team meeting coordinated by Catholic
Charities.

SUPPORT OF REACH OUT LODI (ROL)

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

SUPPORT OF LAKE MELVIN YACHT CLUB

Coordinators: Sally Kjorlie – 608-592-4741;
Lynn Deans – 608-849-8715
This is a sub-group of the Community Outreach
Committee, which specifically coordinates our
parish support for the Local Food Pantry, Personal
Essentials Center, Community Clothing Closet,
School Supplies and other basic living needs in
the Lodi area. Parishioners identify specific needs,
solicit appropriate donations, maintain the donation
carts, and deliver to the ROL center.

SUPPORT OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Coordinators: Sharon and William Sellner –
608-592-3945
Lodi Knights of Columbus sponsor St. Vincent de
Paul Society by having scheduled home pick- up of
donations for St. Vincent every Tuesday. Donations are
also accepted on Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to noon at
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church parking lot. Volunteers
are welcome to assist with Tuesday pick-ups.
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Coordinator: Judene Skrum – 608-849-5632
The annual 40 Days for Life Campaign has a vision
to access God’s power through prayer, fasting and
peaceful vigil to end abortion.

Coordinators: Coordinators: Barb Taylor –
608-592-3983 babs@frontier.com;
Marlene Gomon – 608-592-4234
Parish women’s group, which provides extensive
support and assistance to the parish community,
while also sharing in prayer and social activities.
Volunteers help with bake sales, parish school
needs, coffee and sock fund for GI Joe’s, and
purchase of Communion hosts.

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS

Coordinators: Sharon Sellner (St. Patrick) –
608-592-3945;
Carol Deans (St. Michael) – 608-849-5578
Volunteers help with the funeral lunches in the
parish halls. Volunteers are needed to set up,
prepare food, serve lunch, and assist in cleanup.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Coordinator: Jacob Kubik (contact info pending)
A fraternal organization of men over 18 years of age
who are committed in making their community a
better place while supporting their Church.

PARISH LIBRARY

Coordinator: Dawn Karls – 608-592-3578
Anyone interested in helping maintain and support
our parish library housed at St. Patrick Church
would be welcome to be part of this group. Includes
annual cleaning and inventory.

PRAYER LINE

Coordinator: Sally Kjorlie – 608-592-4741;
Ann Zimmerman –608-592-2728
Pass along and pray for prayer requests called into
the Prayer Line.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Coordinator: Kay Wilson – 608-592-4808
Knit or crochet prayer shawls for baptisms or those
dealing with loss or serious illness. Gathers on the
second Thursday of each month. Volunteers are
invited to knit and/or crochet, to share patterns,
prayer, and conversation.

ROSARY RALLY

Coordinator: Cecille Karls – 608-592-7267
Organizes annual October Rally.

FORMATION & EDUCATION
ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Coordinator of Catechetics: Andy Schindhelm –
608-592-5711 ext. 4, aschindhelm@btcatholic.us
Note: Although we are not lacking in elements of
adult faith formation, we would like to re-institute
this former committee to oversee planning, publicity,
and hosting various events and programs.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY

Coordinator: Andy Schindhelm – 608-592-5711 ext. 4,
aschindhelm@btcatholic.us
Volunteers are needed to serve as catechists,
chaperones, and Core Team assistants. Ninth-grade
Faith Formation meets Wednesday nights from
7:20 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Confirmation prep (10th grade)
meets on Sunday evenings from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Youth Group meets two Thursdays a month from 7 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m., and other Youth Group retreats, outings
and trips occur on occasion throughout the year.

RCIA

Coordinator: Andy Schindhelm – 608-592-5711 ext. 4,
aschindhelm@btcatholic.us
Our RCIA program is the journey of faith for
individuals interested in joining the Catholic Church.
Adult volunteers to serve as catechists, parish
sponsors and hospitality assistants are needed.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Pre-School - Grade 8 Coordinator:
Andy Schindhelm – 608-592-5711 ext. 4,
aschindhelm@btcatholic.us
Volunteers are needed to teach weekly Religious
Education Classes on Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoons, 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. for elementary school
children, on Wednesday evenings from 6:10 to 7:10
p.m. for middle school children, and Sunday mornings
during the 10 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick, Lodi.

SCHOOL HOT LUNCHES

Coordinator: Donna Kopp – 608-592-3398
School hot lunches are on Tuesdays and Thursdays
during the school year. Take this opportunity to
volunteer and be a part of our parish school by helping
make and/or serve hot lunches to the students.

BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Principal: Jeff Karls – 608-592-5711 ext. 7,
jkarls@btcatholic.us
Schedule a school visit to learn more about our
parish school or volunteer to assist in various
activities and programs at the school.
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FELLOWSHIP & FUNDRAISING
CATHOLIC SCHOOL EVENTS

Coordinator: Rachel Kallenbach – 608-669-0170,
Rjk4@hotmail.com
Volunteers for school events, i.e.:
Teacher
Appreciation Day; Pastor/Grandparent Appreciation
Day; Christmas Program Reception; Catholic Schools
Week; End of Year Picnic; Pizza Sales; Chocolate
Sales; and Open House Events.

COUNTRY BLOCK FUN RUN

Coordinator: Becky Ripp – 608-849-6139,
Ra.rip@hosp.wisc.edu
The Country Block Fun Run is the Saturday of the last
full weekend in June. It is a Race/Walk in Dane to
benefit the parish school. Help is needed organizing
the materials for the race, getting sponsors, and
volunteers the day of the race.

PARISH FALL FESTIVAL & RAFFLE

Coordinators: Sharon Sellner –
608-592-3945; Barbara Taylor – 608-592-3983
Blessed Trinity Catholic Parish Fall Festival and
Raffle are held annually on the fourth Sunday in
September. All members of the parish are invited
and encouraged to be a vital part of this major
fundraising event. Volunteers are welcome to assist
during the week of the festival.

PARISH FISH FRIES

Coordinator: Donna Kopp – 608-592-3398
Fish fries are held monthly beginning in September
through April. Volunteers are welcome to assist in
the kitchen, dining room, dish washing, and cleanup.
This is a major fundraiser with proceeds being used
to support Blessed Trinity Catholic School.

PARISH SCRIP

Coordinators: Kara Deans (St. Michael) –
608-849-8329;
Janet Lonergan (St. Patrick) – 608-592-3336
Volunteers to serve as team captains and/or to
assist in selling scrip following weekend liturgies
and at special events are needed.

ROSEANNE MILLS GALA

Coordinator: Rachel Munz – 608-592-5711 ext. 6,
rmunz@btcatholic.us
Held the first Saturday in May to benefit our Parish
School. The Gala consists of dinner, drinks, music,
and a live auction. Help is needed in procuring
auction items, setting up, help in the kitchen that
evening, and clean up.
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